
2007

Harrassowitz Verlag · Wiesbaden

Building Area Studies Collections

Edited by Dan Hazen
and James Henry Spohrer

ISSN 0408-8107
ISBN 978-3-447-05512-3



Contents 
 

Introduction ............................................................................................................................  1 
 Purpose and Goals.........................................................................................................  1 
 The Nature and Needs of Area Studies Librarianship ..............................  3 
 Cooperation as a Common Concern ..................................................................  5 
 
A Note on Universal Resource Locators .................................................................  12 
 
David L. Easterbrook 

Building Area Studies Collections in African Studies ....................................  13 
 Historical Background ...............................................................................................  13 
 Organizations .................................................................................................................  15 
 Organizational Publications and Websites .....................................................  17 
 African Bibliographical Resources .....................................................................  21 
 Acquisitions Channels and Methods ..................................................................  23 
 Ethical Issues ..................................................................................................................  26 
 Conclusion .......................................................................................................................  27 
 Bibliography ...................................................................................................................  27 
 
Eva Sartori and Jeffry Larson 

Selecting Library Materials in the Romance Languages ...............................  30 
 Introduction .....................................................................................................................  30 
 The Romance Languages Selector ......................................................................  31 
 Library Organization and Romance Language Selection .......................  34 
 Foreign Language Enrollments .............................................................................  35 
 Research Trends ............................................................................................................  36 
 Foreign-Language Acquisitions in Academic Libraries ..........................  38 
 Budgets ..............................................................................................................................  38 
 Scope of Collecting .....................................................................................................  40 
 The Book Trade ............................................................................................................  40 
 Digital Publishing ........................................................................................................  42 
 Selection Tools ..............................................................................................................  44 
 Our-of-print Materials ...............................................................................................  50 
 Conclusion .......................................................................................................................  50 
 Appendix: Publishing Information on Paper and on the Web ..............  51 



Contents VI 

Judith Henchy 

Building Library Collections in Southeast Asian Studies .............................  57 
 Southeast Asian Collections in the North American Academy ...........  59 
 Contemporary Information Industries in Southeast Asia: 
 Challenges for Collections ......................................................................................  61 
 Southeast Asia Collections: 
 Breadth of Coverage and Diversity of Sources ............................................  63 
 Assessing Southeast Asia Collections in the United States ...................  65 
 Access to Resources ...................................................................................................  66 
 Journals and Newspapers .........................................................................................  66 
 Official Government Publications .......................................................................  67 
 Non-governmental Organization Resources ..................................................  67 
 Audiovisual Materials ................................................................................................  68 
 Archival Collections ...................................................................................................  69 
 Electronic Information ..............................................................................................  69 
 Cooperative Collection Development ...............................................................  70 
 Funding for Southeast Asia Collections ...........................................................  73 
 Gifts and Exchanges ...................................................................................................  75 
 Collection Building Guides ....................................................................................  75 
 Conclusion: The Continuing Challenges of Discovery and Delivery  77 
 Bibliography ...................................................................................................................  78 
 
David Hirsch 

From Parchment to Pixels: 
Middle Eastern Collection Development in Academic Libraries ..............  81 
 History ................................................................................................................................  81 
 Geographic Coverage .................................................................................................  82 
 Languages ........................................................................................................................  82 
 Core versus Research Collections .......................................................................  83 
 Collections Budgets ....................................................................................................  84 
 The Book Trade in the Region ..............................................................................  84 
  Lebanon .......................................................................................................................  84 
  Egypt .............................................................................................................................  85 
  Jordan ...........................................................................................................................  86 
  Iraq .................................................................................................................................  87 
  Syria ..............................................................................................................................  88 
  West Bank, Gaza, and Arabic Titles in Israel .........................................  88 
  Saudi Arabia .............................................................................................................  89 
  Yemen ..........................................................................................................................  90 
  Bahrain and Oman .................................................................................................  90 



Contents VII

  United Arab Emirates ..........................................................................................  91 
  Kuwait ..........................................................................................................................  92 
  Qatar .............................................................................................................................  92 
  Morocco, Algeria, and Libya ...........................................................................  93 
  Sudan ............................................................................................................................  93 
  Iran .................................................................................................................................  94 
  Turkey ..........................................................................................................................  95 
 Émigré Materials and Diaspora Publications ................................................  95 
 National and Regional Bibliographies ..............................................................  97 
 Electronic Resources ..................................................................................................  99 
 Acquisition Channels .................................................................................................  99 
 Professional Organizations .....................................................................................  104 
 Other National Organizations ................................................................................  104 
 Conclusion .......................................................................................................................  105 
 Bibliography ...................................................................................................................  105 
 
Lynn Shirey 

Latin American Collections ...........................................................................................  108 
 Overview ..........................................................................................................................  108 
 Regions and Languages ............................................................................................  108 
 Related Publishing Areas .........................................................................................  109 
 Institutional Collecting Structures .......................................................................  111 

Publishing, Distribution, Bibliographical Control and Acquisition:  
An Historical Overview ............................................................................................  112 
Publishing, Bibliographical Tools, the Book Trade and Library 
Collections: The Situation Today ........................................................................  115 

 Cooperation Today ......................................................................................................  120 
 Regional Collecting Consortia and other Professional Organizations 121 
 Practical Considerations and Special Topics .................................................  123 
 Conclusion .......................................................................................................................  126 
 Bibliography ...................................................................................................................  126 
 
Diane Perushek 
Building Library Collections in East Asian Studies .........................................  130 
 Eats Asian Regions and Realpolitik ...................................................................  130 
 Collecting East Asian Materials ...........................................................................   132 
 Budget Considerations ..............................................................................................  135 
 The Benefits of Partnership ....................................................................................  136 
 Collecting in China and Taiwan ...........................................................................  138 
 Collecting in Japan ......................................................................................................  140 



Contents VIII 

 Collecting in Korea .....................................................................................................  141 
 Conclusion .......................................................................................................................  143 
 Bibliography ...................................................................................................................  143 
 
James H. Spohrer 
Building Studies Collections .........................................................................................  145 
 Germanic Studies Collections ...............................................................................  145 
 Germanic Studies in U.S. Universities .............................................................  146 
 Building Germanic Collections ............................................................................  148 
 The Germanic Collection Development Plan ................................................  150 
 Skills and Qualifications ..........................................................................................  152 
 Typical Duties and Responsibilities ...................................................................  153 
 Some Normative Notes on Germanic Collection Development ..........  154 
 Building Digital Collections of Germanic Materials ................................  157 
 German Vendors and Commercial Agents .....................................................  158 
 Commercial Agents for Dutch and Flemish Materials .............................  159 
 Agents for the Nordic Countries ..........................................................................  159 
 German Bibliographic and Selection Tools ...................................................  160 
 INETBIB, WESSWEB, GERMAN-E, WIG-L, DISC-NORDLIB ...  161 
 Summary ........................................................................................... 163 


