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Preface

From Aleppo to Ataroth — this volume is dedicated to city temples in the Levant and their
associated cults. It covers the entire Levant from the North to the South, from the beginning of
the Middle Bronze Age to the end of the Tron Age. To symbolize this comprehensive approach
and the wide geographical and chronological spectrum of the contributions, the storm god from
the temple at Aleppo and the bulil from the temple at Ataroth appear on the cover of this volume.

We are delighted to present here the results of a conference which took place from 28" — 30"
of May, 2010 in Tiibingen, Germany on the occasion of the 50" anniversary of the Institute of
Biblical Archaeology. Fortunately, all speakers submitted their lectures in expanded versions.
Furthermore, four additional contributions on the temples at Emar, Tell ﬁﬁg and Hirbet ‘Ataris
(Ataroth) as well as on the cultic paraphernalia from Tell Qassts/Tel Qasi¥ enhance the collection
of essays.

One objective of the conference was to establish a basis for further research on temple
building and temple cult in the Levant. First of all, we would like to thank the authors for helping
o achieve this goal and for their delightful and invaluable cooperation. The varicty of the
subjects and the competence of the authors compose the core of the volume. Arranged in four
chapters (Northern Levant, Southern Levant, Jerusalem and Mount Gerizim, Paraphernalia) the
contributions are followed by an article outlining comparative aspects and by comprehensive
indices including a systematic index of subjects relating to temple building and temple cult.

Special thanks go to the Gerda Henkel Stiftung, which generously sponsored the conference
and the publication. Furthermore, we are indebted to the Bund der Freunde der Universitit
Tiibingen and the Kreissparkasse Tiibingen for supporting the conference and the publication
with valuable grants. We would aiso like to thank the editors of the Abhandlungen des Deutschen
FPalistina-Vereins, Herbert Niehr and Hermann Michael Niemann for accepting this volume and
for their cooperation.

Cory Crawford, Herbert Niehr and Hélene Sader have acted in the capacity of expert advisers
and have substantially contributed to the compilation of the volume. We would like to express
our deep gratitude to them as well as to all who assisted in the final editing of the book: Norbert
Rabe (typesetting and layout), Marlen Bleiholder, Jakob Kempendorf, Carolin Meier and Evi
Stanger (indices), Heinz-Dieter Neef and Luke Neubert (final text editing), Giinther Miiller
(drawings) as well as the Memminger MedienCentrum and the Otto Harrassowitz Verlag.

We arc especially grateful to afl colleagues and friends who were involved in the preparation
and realization of the conference: Vera Barthel, Julia Bertsch, Sim Belik, Hanswulf Bloedhorn,
Hubertus Brell, Olof Cannon, Erhard Cyranka, Uwe Finkbeiner, Agnes Henning, Ulrike Koy-
Seemann, Margit Kithner-Degenhardt, Elisabeth Fuhrer, Brigitte Laschinger, Gisa Lischka, Luise
Loges, Julia Lutz, Philipp Maier, Carolin Meier, Siegfried Mittmann, Rebecca Ruggaber, Sabine
Rumpel, Tobias Schneider, Sigrid Schumacher, Evi Stanger and Kathrin Wanner. They were all
conducive to the success of the conference which produced this volume of essays and which will
remain a memorable ¢vent in the history of the Institute of Biblical Archaeology at the University
of Tiibingen.

Tiibingen, July 2012 Jens Kamlah and Henrike Michelan



The Institute of Biblical Archaeology at Tiibingen

The Institute of Biblical Archaeology (BAI) of the University of Tiibingen was founded in 1960.
KARL ELLIGER, professor of Old Testament Studies, established the institute within the Faculty of
Protestant Theology. Since its foundation the institute played a prominent role in the fields of
Biblical Archaeology/Archaeology of Palestine. The official permission for the foundation of the
institute was given by the Ministry of Culture in Baden-Wiirttemberg on May 11%, 1960. At the
beginning the institute was situated in two small rooms on the second floor of Prof. ELLIGER s
house in Gartenstrafie 18 at Tiibingen. The fundamental books which were to form a library had
been provided by the Old Testament Department of the Faculty of Protestant Theology, a foun-
dation which grew continually in the vears following. The founding of an Institute of Biblical
Archaeology was sealed in 1962 with the establishment of a professorship and KURT GALLING
was nominated as the first professor for Biblical Archaeology at Tiibingen (1962 —1968).

In 1968 both KURT GALLING and KARL ELLIGER retired, at which point ARNULF KUSCHKE
took over as sole director of the institute from 1968 to 1978. With him the relations between the
institute and the German Society for the Exploration of Palestine (“Deutscher Verein zur Erfor-
schung Paléstinas”, DPV) were strengthened. KUSCHKE also served as editor for the “Zeitschrift
des Deutschen Paldstina-Vereins” (ZDPV). Since then, SIEGFRIED MITTMANN (1975 —1999) and
JENS KAMLAH (since 1999) have continued this tradition as co-editors of ZDPV.,

Since 1969, the German Research Foundation (“Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft”, DFG)
has supported the ‘special research field 19, that is the “Tiibinger Atlas des Vorderen Orients”
(TAVO). The Institute of Biblical Archaeology has been a part of this project from its inception,
which was completed in 1993. As director of the institute from 1978 until 1999 SIEGFRIED
MITTMANN conducted the first excavation project of the BAI. This project, the German-Jor-
danian excavations at Hirbet ez-Zeragon in Northern Jordan, was organized together with
MOAWIAH IBRAHIM of Yarmouk University in Irbid, Jordan.

The vacancy at the institute after the retirement of SIEGFRIED MITTMANN in 1999 was filled
only in 2005: ERHARD BLUM was nominated as director of the institute. Together with JENS
KAMLAH he took over the responsibility to reorganize the institute’s activities. Since 2010 JENS
KAMLAH is the director of the institute. With him came a new field project: the German-Leba-
nese excavations at Tell el-Burak in Southern Lebanon (project partners: HELENE SADER, Amer-
ican University of Beirut, and MARGARETE VAN ESS, Oriental Department of the German
Archaeological Institute in Berlin).

Since 2009 the BAI has been incorporated with the then newly founded Institute for Ancient
Near Eastern Studies (IANES), University of Tiibingen. The Institute of Biblical Archacology
participates in the recently formed undergraduate program “Ancient Near Eastern Archaeology
and Archaeology of Palestine”, which is the only one of its kind in Germany.

‘Today the institute has several main facilities: a library with over 10,000 books and around 50
ongoing journals; a collection of about 1,200 maps; around 30,000 slides and a digital database
with at least 10,000 pictures related to the archaeology of Palestine; an archaeological collection
of more than 400 objects (mainly ceramics).

Looking back at fifty years of history opens the horizon to see perspectives for the Institute of
Biblical Archacology at Tibingen. Tt is the challenge and the collective responsibility of all
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involved parties to strengthen the role of the BAI as a centre for Biblical Archaeology/Archae-
ology of Palestine. Because the main aim of this unique institation in Germany is nowadays as
relevant as it was at the beginning: to undertake — in close cooperation with related archaeo-
logical, historical, and theological sciences — comprehensive and systematic research on the
archaeological remains of the Southern Levant and to communicate the research results on both
academic and public levels.

Prof. Dr. Jens Kamlah

Eberhard-Karls-Universitiit Tiibingen
Biblisch-Archidologisches Institut
Theologicum

Liebermeisterstrafie 1216

D-72076 Tiibingen

Zur Griindung des Biblisch-Archéologischen Instituts
in Tiibingen

Auszug aus dem Antrag der Evangelisch-Theologischen Fakultiit
zur Errichtung des Instituts

Die Griindung des Biblisch-Archiiologischen Instituts in Tiibingen ist das Verdienst KARL
ELLIGERs. Er erhielt im Dezember des Jahres 1959 vom Kultusministerium des Landes Baden-
Wiirttemberg die Zusage, ein solches Institut in Tiibingen zu errichten. Daraufhin reichte die
Evangelisch-Theologische Fakultiit am 8. Februar 1960 einen Antrag auf Errichtung des Instituts
beim Akademischen Rektoramt der Eberhard-Karls-Universitit ein. Die abschlieBende Genehmi-
gung des Kultusministeriums erfolgte am 11. Mai 1960. Im Antrag der Evangelisch-Theologischen
Fakultiit zur Grimdung des Biblisch-Archiiologischen Instituts vom 8. Februar 1960 heiBt es
(Universitdtsarchiv Tiibingen 117E/2401):

,Herr Professor D. Elliger hat im Zusammenhang mit der Ablehnung des Rufes an dic Universitit
Miinster vom Baden-Wiirttembergischen Kultusministerium die Zusage erhalten, daf als Ersatz fiir
das ihm in Miinster angebotene Biblisch-Arch#ologische Institut ein gleiches Institut an der Uni-
versitdt Tibingen errichtet werde. Nach dem oben angezogenen Schreiben verlangt unsere Uni-
versitdtsverfassung zur formlichen Errichtung des Instituts die Zustimmung des Groflen Senats.

Die Errichtung cines Instituts fiir Biblische Archiologie war bereits von der Fakultit in ihrer
Antwort auf die Enquéte des Wissenschaftsrats unter dem 28. II. 1959 (Br.B.fol.53/128) in das
Entwicklungsprogramm der Fakultit aufgenommen worden, Das neue Institut ist im Hinblick auf
die bevorstehende Verlegung der Evangelisch-Theologischen Fakultit in das alte Gebiude der
Medizinischen Klinik bei der Verteilung der dortigen Riume fest eingeplant worden. Unter
Hinweis auf diese Vorginge und auf die folgende sachliche Begriindung bittet die Evangelisch-
Theologische Fakultit den GroBen Senat, den Antrag auf Errichtung eines Biblisch-Archéolo-
gischen Instituts beim Ministerium stellen zu wollen.

Begriindung: Die biblische Archiiologie hat sich in den auBerdeutschen, zumal den angelsiich-
sischen Léandern infolge der seit dem Ausgang des ersten Weltkrieges auf biblischem Boden
sprungartig entwickelten Ausgrabungstitigkeit lingst zu einer selbstindigen Disziplin ausge-
wachsen. Die deutsche Wissenschaft war, weithin aus politischen Griinden, von der unmittel-
baren Erarbeitung des Quellenmaterials so gut wie ausgeschlossen. Nur in geringem Umfang
konnte sie sich in den zwanziger Jahren an den Ausgrabungen beteiligen (ramet el-chalil und tell
balata); und nur in einem knappen Jahrzehat bis 1933 konnte sie durch diec Kombination von
literargeschichtlicher Methode und archiologischer Oberflichenuntersuchung einen neuen Zweig
der Paléstinakunde, die territorialgeschichtliche Forschung, entwickeln. Uberdies war die theo-
logiegeschichtliche Lage an den deutschen Fakultidten der Beschiftigung mit archiologischen
Fragen nicht giinstig; die starke Beschlagnahme durch die mit den Namen Barth und Bultmann
verkniipften zentraltheologischen Problemstellungen lieB nur wenig Interesse fiir die sog.Rand-
gebiete [sic!] der Theologie aufkommen. Sé {sic!] ist die deutsche Wissenschaft auf einem
wichtigen Gebiet der historischen Theologie bedenklich ins Hintertreffen geraten.



