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Preface

This volume evolved out of the papers presented at the Biblical Law session of the 
SBL International Meeting 2009 in Rome focusing upon “Legal Distinctions regard-
ing Foreigners.” The main interest of this session was the status of foreigners in law
according to biblical and Ancient Near Eastern traditions. It dealt with the differen-
tiation between certain groups of foreigners, and it treated foreigners’ rights with 
respect to their welfare or the possibilities of their social and cultic participation and 
integration.

The editors wish to thank the editor of the “Beihefte zur Zeitschrift für Altorien-
talische und Biblische Rechtsgeschichte,” Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Eckart Otto (Munich), 
for accepting this volume in the series, and Harrassowitz for publishing this volume.

Additionally, the editors would like to thank Prof. Dr. Bruce Wells (Saint Jo-
seph’s University) for all the work he invested in correcting the English of this vo-
lume, and Katharina Stichling (Tübingen) for her great efforts in the formal editing 
of the articles and preparing the registers.

Finally, the editors are grateful for the sponsoring of the volume by the Cluster of 
Excellence “Religion and Politics in Pre-Modern and Modern Cultures” at the Uni-
versity of Münster.

Münster, December 2010 Reinhard Achenbach
Rainer Albertz
Jakob Wöhrle
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