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Thomas T. Allsen

Thomas T. Allsen is one of the premier scholars of the Mongol 
Empire and the history of medieval Eurasia. He received a B. A. 
in History from Portland State University in 1962, an M. A. in 
Russian Studies from the University of Washington in 1964, an 
M. L. S. in Librarianship in 1969 from the University of Oregon 
and his PhD in Comparative Asian History in 1979 from the 

Kentucky University (1979–1980), he spent his teaching career 
at Trenton State College, now The College of New Jersey, until 
his retirement in 2002. 

He has won numerous awards including the prestigious 
National Endowment for the Humanities and Guggenheim 
fellowships. His books, all path-breaking and viewed as essen-
tial reading for scholars of Eurasian history, include: Mongol 
Im pe ri alism. The Policies of the Grand Qan Möngke in China, 
Russia, and the Islamic Lands, 1251–1259 (1987), Commodity 
and Exchange in the Mongol Empire. A Cultural History of 
Is lamic Textiles (1997), Culture and Conquest in Mongol Eura-
sia (2001) and The Royal Hunt in Eurasian History (2006). He 
is also the author of numerous articles and chapters in books.
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