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Preface 
 
John Updike once claimed that, in modern times, one was past the age of heroes 
and hero kings, and that it was therefore up to the writer to make life interesting. 
With the current volume, we would like to invite you to rediscover an age of 
legendary kings, and we hope that it proves an interesting journey. Writing this 
book has been far from a solitary undertaking, and it is our pleasure to thank 
everyone who has contributed and thereby made this book what it is. The usual 
disclaimer applies, and all mistakes remain our own.  
 A special thanks goes to Geoffrey Summers and David Sasseville for their 
willingness to read several sections of the manuscript and comment on them. The 
chapter on coinage has greatly benefitted from the discussion with Michael 
Matzke, and has been immeasurably improved by the generous feedback from Ute 
Wartenberg Kagan. Many others have also read and commented, patiently 
answered our many questions and raised further points they wished to see 
addressed: thank you, Selim Adali, Radu Ardevan, Nick Cahill, Jean-Albert 
Chevillon, Heiner Eichner, Douglas Fear, Alexander Forte, John Francisco, Max 
Gander, Mark Geller, Federico Giusfredi, Catharine Lorber, Craig Melchert, 
Rostislav Oreshko, Sylvain Petri, Jouna Pyysalo, Elisabeth Rieken, Alfredo Rizza, 
Ian Rutherford, Harald Samuel, Gebhard Selz, Zsolt Simon, Alexandre Socla, Bert 
van der Spek, Edward Stratford, Christoffer Theiss, Ilya Yakubovich.  
 The authors would like to thank the Münzkabinett, Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 
– Preußischer Kulturbesitz and its director, Prof. Dr. B. Weisser, for permission to 
publish photos of Lydian coins. Thank you to our editor Robert Rollinger who 
enthusiastically took this project on board, and to the team at Harrassowitz who 
unfailingly helped us turn manuscript into book.  
 Last but not least, we would like to thank our long-suffering families who have 
tolerated our leave of absence  – in mind if not in body – and have supported us as 
only they could. This book is dedicated to the next generation: Alexander, Amelia, 
Charles and Leonidas. 

ANNICK PAYNE & JORIT WINTJES 
 




