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Preface I

Wang Yongbo

The long tradition of Chinese civilization is the sole
ancient civilization of the human world that has
been passed down continuously and unbroken.
With its flourishing culture and multitude of histori-
cal sites, the region of Shandong is one of the most
significant places of origin for Chinese civilization.
Here, among the flourishing culture and abundance
of historical sites, the stone cut cultural relics are
unique. Abundant cultural relics are preserved in
Shandong: the stone carvings of the Qin dynasty,
the pictorial reliefs of the Han dynasty, the stone
stelae of the Han and Wei dynasties, and the his-
torical sites of rock carvings. All of these are of the
most historical, artistic and scientific value.

The Shandong Stone Carving Art Museum
serves as a special agency for such relics and has
taken over responsibility for the survey and docu-
mentation as well as collection and conservation of
stone carved relics since its foundation, persistently
conducting surveys of stone carved relics, transmit-
ting rubbings and transcriptions, and undertaking
conservation and restoration to provide surveying
reports and preliminary research on stone stelae
from the Qin and Han to the Sui dynasties, stone
reliefs from the Han dynasty, stone inscriptions
from the Northern Dynasties, tomb inscriptions from
the Southern and Northern Dynasties to the Sui
and Tang, and historical Buddhist sculptures in
Shandong. Successively, three large academic
compendia, the Compendium of the Yunfeng Stone
Scriptures (1989), the Compendium of Northern
Dynasties Stone Sutra Inscriptions (1992), and the
Compendium of Classified Chinese Art—Compendl-
um of Stone Reliefs from the Han Dynasty (2000),
were published and established a solid material

foundation for in-depth studies of Shandong stone
carvings. Even though scholars from inside and
outside China have contributed significant and valu-
able research, the use of modern technologies for
documentation in field campaigns and working
methods introduced from abroad is still not fully de-
veloped, and digitalization in the field of historical
heritage is still in its initial stage.

Heidelberg University in Germany, with more
than six hundred years of history, is a famous insti-
tute of higher education and an important centre of
Chinese studies in Europe. Professor Lothar Led-
derose is an eminent scholar of Chinese ancient
art. In 2003, Professor Ledderose paid a visit to the
Shandong Stone Carving Art Museum. Both sides
then reached an agreement on the matters men-
tioned above in the research and investigation of
stone carvings in Shandong. On the basis of re-
peated negotiations and verifications, the Shan-
dong Museum of the Art of Stone Carving and the
Heidelberg Institute for East Asian Art History drew
up the cooperative agreement of the “Chinese-Ger-
man Co-operation in Research and Survey of
Stone Sutras from the Northern Dynasties in Shan-
dong” and gained the financial support for the first
stage of this project from the German Research
Foundation (DFG, Deutsche Forschungsgemein-
schaft).

Approved by the State Administration of Cultural
Heritage of the People's Republic of China and rel-
evant ministries and commissions, the project “Chi-
nese-German Co-operation in Research and Sur-
vey of Stone Sutras from the Northern Dynasties in
Shandong” was officially launched in 2004. In 2005,
the Heidelberger Akademie der Wissenschaften
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classified this project as one of the key projects in
Baden-Wiurttemberg and provided the substantial
funding. This project took five years, with field re-
search conducted on six occasions, and was
brought to an end in October, 2008. Researchers
had finished the field research and the assembling
of bibliographic references for stone inscriptions at
21 locations, including Mount Hongding, Mount Sili
and Mount Yin in Dongping; Mount Tie, Mount
Gang, Mount Ge, Mount Yi, Mount Jian and Mount
Yang in Zoucheng; Stone Sutra Valley at Mount
Tai; Mount Culai in Xintai; Mount Tianchi, East
Mount Shuyuan, Mount Dazhai, Mount Ergu and
Mout Yuncui in Pinyin; Mount Fenghuang in
Ningyang; Mount Shuiniu in Wenshang; Huangshi
Cliff in Ji'nan; Mount Tao and Mount Long in
Tengzhou.

The work of field research and collection of refer-
ences is divided into two phases. The first phase
was launched on March 31st, 2004 and was ended
on March 31st, 2005, with Zhang Zong, senior re-
searcher at the Institute of World Religions of the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences as team lead-
er, and Lothar Ledderose, head of the Institute for
East Asian Art History at Heidelberg University as
deputy team leader. Wang Yongbo, curator and re-
searcher of the Shandong Museum of the Art of
Stone Carving, acted as team leader of the second
period. The Chinese members of the project are:
Jiao Desen, the previous director of the Shandong
Museum of the Art of Stone Carving (1st phase)
and the museum’s staff members Lai Xiutian (Lai
Fei), and Wanliang; Hu Xinli, the previous deputy
chief of the Zoucheng Municipal Administration of
Cultural Heritage (2nd phase); Zhang Peng of the
Daimiao Museum in Tai’an (2nd phase), Wu Xu-
gang, the previous deputy chief of the Cultural Bu-
reau of Dongping County (1st phase), Li Mingzhi
(1st phase) and Yang Hao (2nd phase) from the
Dongping Administration of Cultural Heritage, and
Qiao Xiugang from the Museum of Pingyin County
(2nd phase). The German members are: Tsai
Suey-Ling, Claudia Wenzel, and Ingeborg L.
Klinger (photography), all from the Institute for East
Asian Art History, Heidelberg University, as well as
Prof. Gunter Hell and Thorsten Schwing from the
Faculty of Geomatics, Karlsruhe University of Ap-
plied Sciences, who were in charge of the topo-
graphical survey.

Preface | — Wang Yongbo

In order to train more researchers in the study of
stone inscriptions, participation in the field-work of
young scholars and graduate students from China
and abroad was encouraged. As academic coun-
sultants, Prof. Luo Zhao from the Institute of World
Religions of the Chinese Academy of Social Sci-
ences, and Prof. Zhao Chao from the Institute of
Archeology have provided valuable support and
help for the project team. Li Jing, vice director of
the Shandong Stone Carving Art Museum, as well
as Yang Aiguo, director of the office, and Chen
An'ning, deputy director of the office, made every
effort for the smooth implementation of the project.

The research objectives of the project of “Chi-
nese-German Co-operation in Research and Sur-
vey of Stone Sutras from the Northern Dynasties in
Shandong” are the Buddhist stone scriptures from
the Northern Dynasties (439 - 589) in Shandong,
which include sutras carved on polished rocks, in
caves, and on stelae. To better understand the sig-
nificance of these stone scriptures and the motives
for their carving, special attention was paid during
the investigation to the relationship between the in-
scribed cultural relics and the location of their sur-
roundings, adopting comprehensive, systematic,
complete, and three-dimensional methods of sur-
vey, measuring and recording methods. The project
has three major goals: The first goal is to provide a
detailed, in-depth investigation and survey, as well
as a comprehensive recording of data for each in-
scription site. The investigation and recording focus
on two aspects. First, a square grid is used to draw
a plan of the inscriptions, and the condition of the
inscription is checked in all its aspects; included is
the topographical position, dating of the inscription,
stone texture, an annotation of the text, standard-
ized measurements, number of characters in each
line, carving techniques, calligraphic characteris-
tics, extent of damage, and identification of dam-
aged characters; all of these are studied item by
item and recorded and photographed digitally. Sec-
ond, a survey is conducted with Differential Global
Positioning System (GPS), total station, and pho-
togrammetry, to collect data about the topographi-
cal features of each inscription site, as well as the
relations between inscriptions and colophons for
the creation of 2D maps with the inscriptions’ posi-
tions and 3D models.
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The second goal aims at a combined analysis
and research of the historical, political, religious
and artistic significance of the inscriptions and to
probe into their historical background. Concrete
methods include an investigation of literary
sources, interviews with local people, and the re-
construction of damaged and weathered characters
on the basis of the rigorous, accurate and compre-
hensive data obtained during field campaigns (in-
cluding the results of applying high-contrast artificial
light sources at night). All texts have been com-
pared with versions in the 7aisho. The history of the
sites has been examined through the work of previ-
ous scholars, who identified the sutras and ex-
plored their textual history.

The third goal is a written investigation report and
research monograph published in both Chinese
and English, the complete digitization of the inscrip-
tions in the project, and the creation of a free inter-
net data base with the inscriptions’ content and the
3D models of their topographical surroundings to
provide a research platform for epigraphic studies.

Four volumes are planned, covering the areas of
Pingyin and Dongping, Zoucheng, Yanzhou, and
Taishan. The present volume contains the collected
reports on the materials from the field campaigns in
the area of Pingyin and Dongping.

With the vigorous support of the Bureau of Cul-
tural Affairs and the Administration of Cultural Her-
itage of Shandong Province, as well as the local
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departments in charge of the inscription sites, the
Chinese and German scholars have presented two
important publications: “A survey of rock inscrip-
tions at Mount Hongding in Dongping, Shandong”
in Wenwu (no. 12, 2006), and of “A Survey of the
Cliff-side Inscription and Its Colophons in Stone
Sutra Valley, Mount Tai, Shandong” in Kaogu (no.
1, 2009). In 2004 and 2008, the project team suc-
cessfully held two “International Academic Confer-
ences on Buddhist Stone Scriptures in China” in
Heidelberg, Germany, with participants from China,
Germany, France, the United Kingdom, Switzer-
land, the United States, and Japan. In 2007, the
academic symposium “Meeting on Rock cut Inscrip-
tions from the Northern Dynasties in Shandong”
was held in Ji'nan, Shandong, to exchange the lat-
est results of international epigraphic research, and
to widen the field of research in Chinese stone
scriptures.

As one of the objectives of this project, the
project team has several times invited visiting
scholars and young scholars from China to give
lectures and engage in advanced studies at Heidel-
berg University, thus stimulating scholarly ex-
change between China and Germany, and, by ap-
plying techniques of the natural sciences, improving
the general proficiency of research on stone scrip-
tures in China, as well as writing valuable articles to
carry forward China’s excellent civilization.

(January, 2013)
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Lothar Ledderose

The Buddhist inscriptions on rock cliffs in Shandong
are an extraordinary group of monuments.
Nowhere else in the world has such a large number
of sacred texts been engraved on the bare rock un-
der the open sky. They are on a truly grand scale.
The Diamond Perfection of Wisdom Sutra
(Vajracchedikaprajnaparamita-satra, Jingang bore
boluomi jing 4| {7 5 4 % 45) on Mount Tai com-
prises more than two thousand characters covering
an area of more than two thousand square meters.

With these inscriptions, the 6th century monks in
Shandong opened new chapters in the handling of
Buddhist texts, the practice of calligraphy, and the
history of landscape design. Yet this amazing
achievement in the Chinese cultural fabric is little
known outside specialist circles, and its significance
in a global context is not appreciated. To make the
monuments more widely acknowledged and under-
stood and to foster respect for them, an internation-
al cooperative project has been set up between
China and Germany. This volume is one of its first
results.

My personal fascination with Buddhist sutras en-
graved on stone began in 1986, when Luo Zhao
from the Institute of World Religions of the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) in Beijing first
introduced me to Cloud Dwelling Monastery in
Fangshan. | was overwhelmed when gazing at the
stone slabs of the largest epigraphic undertaking in
world history, where millions of characters had
been engraved over more than five hundred years,
beginning in 616. Later, | learned about the 6th
century predecessors in Hebei and Shandong.
When, in the 1990’s, new and completely unknown
rock cliff inscriptions were discovered on Mount
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Hongding in Shandong, Zhang Zong, also from the
Institute of World Religions, CASS took me there.
On this trip, we also saw many other inscriptions in
Shandong, among them the examples on Mount
Gang, where the opening text passage of the Sutra
of Arrival in Lanka (Lankavatara-satra, Ru Lenggie
jing N#5AN4E) is carved in short consecutive sec-
tions across more than thirty boulders and cliffs,
spread out over the entire mountain. Again | was
convinced that the importance of this material
needed to be made known to a wide international
audience.

In those years, the Shandong Stone Carving Art
Museum in Jinan conducted intensive investiga-
tions on the stone sutras. The results were pub-
lished between 1991 and 2006 in three ground-
breaking volumes, Research on Rock Cut Inscrip-
tions of the Northern Dynasties (Beichao moya ke-
jing yanjiu). These publications, | recognized, pro-
vided the foundation on which to launch a major re-
search project. When | suggested this to Zhang
Zong and the Director of the Museum, Jiao Desen,
they were warmly receptive to the proposal. Thus,
in 2004, we embarked upon an international coop-
erative project.

From the beginning, Director Jiao Desen fostered
the project energetically. His successor, Director
Wang Yongbo, who in 2005 became head of the
Administration of Cultural Heritage of Shandong
Province, wholeheartedly continued the coopera-
tion. Mr. Lai Fei, the expert researcher of the Muse-
um, traveled with us to all sites to undertake field
work. Li Jing and Wan Liang very helpfully provided
continuous logistical backup. The Deputy Director
of the Cultural Agency of Shandong, Xie Zhixiu,
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and the Chief of the Cultural Heritage Division, You
Shaoping, both strongly promoted this international
project.

At all the sites with engraved sutras, the local
leaders and their teams gave this cooperative
project their continuous support. Among them, the
Director of the Agency of Cultural Heritage of
Tai'an, Li Jingtai, the Deputy Director of the Com-
mittee for the Administration of the Taishan Scenic
District, Liu Hui, the Director of the Tai'an Museum,
Liu Jianxin, the Director of the Municipal Bureau of
Cultural Heritage of Jining City, Sun Meirong, with
Deputy Director, Fan Cunchang, the Director of the
Municipal Bureau of Cultural Heritage of Zoucheng
City, Shao Zeshui, with his Deputy, Hu Xinli, the Di-
rectors of the Administration of Cultural Heritage of
Dongping County, Wu Xugang, Li Mingzhi, and
Yang Hao, and the Director of the Pingyin County
Museum, Qiao Xiugang, all made unstinting contri-
butions to the collaborative research. We regret not
to be able to list individually all the other colleagues
in the localities who participated in this large-scale
project; only with their kind assistance was our field
work achieved so successfully.

The State Administration of Cultural Heritage in
Beijing approved the project and asked Luo Zhao
and Zhao Chao of the Archeological Institute of the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences to act as ad-
visors. | am immensely grateful for the expertise
and unstinting work of all Chinese colleagues in this
international cooperation.

In Germany we first secured the support of the
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft in 2004. In
2005 the Heidelberger Akademie der Wis-
senschaften added our scheme to its program of
long term research projects. This agreement al-
lowed us to plan ahead for many years. We were
able to employ three permanent research staff
members, Wolfgang Meier, Tsai Suey-Ling and
Claudia Wenzel, as well as to invite experts from
various countries for shorter visits. Luo Zhao,
Zhang Zong, Director Wang Yongbo, and Lai Fei all
came to Heidelberg, some of them several times;
they undertook research in Germany and taught
our students. Throughout the years, we have used
the project to train students and young researchers.
We invited young scholars in China to participate in
our field work, among them Gao Jixi from the Jinan
Institute of Archeology and Xu Jin from the Peking
University. On all campaigns, we have had col-

Preface [T — Lothar Ledderose

leagues and students from Heidelberg University
working with us, Matthias Arnold, Angelika
Borchert, Simone Griessmayer, Susann Henker, Ke
Peng, Ingeborg L. Klinger, Fabian Maunter, Liu
Ming, Josie-Marie Perkuhn, Qu Yi, Petra Rdsch,
Manuel Sassmann, Wu Subei, Zhang Liang,
Shaohua Grasmick-Zhang, Zhao Zhou, and Zhu
Tao.

We study the rock cliff inscriptions from many dif-
ferent angles, and our objective is to acquire as
much information on them as possible. The first
step is a complete documentation of each inscrip-
tion. Every character in an inscription is identified,
measured, and transcribed. Photographs are taken
of the stone and of the rubbings. We consider the
inscriptions to be material objects in space and take
complete measurements. Gulnter Hell of the
Hochschule Karlsruhe - Technik und Wirtschaft and
his team have undertaken the measurements, in-
cluding GPS techniques, at all the sites; they have
produced photogrammetric views of the engraved
stones, 3-D models of some sites, and have drawn
all the maps in this volume. The final preparation of
the maps was completed by Daniel Séder and
Michael Auer of the Geographical Institute of Hei-
delberg University. Rainer Altherr of the Heidel-
berger Akademie der Wissenschaften contributed
the mineralogical identifications.

From this documentation emerge analysis and in-
terpretation. For each site, we first discuss general
issues under the three headings ‘space’, ‘time’, and
‘inscriptions’; then follows the catalog of the inscrip-
tions. Here, too, it is our aim to be as comprehen-
sive as possible. A critical study of all available liter-
ature by both traditional epigraphers and modern
scholars is presented in the ‘discussion’ sections of
the catalog of each site.

It is one of our principles to study not only the
sutra at a particular site, but also all secondary in-
scriptions that were subsequently added over time.
This allows us to understand, how the primary in-
scription was appreciated through history, and how
this appreciation and the topography of the site
may have changed. Another principle is that we
translate every engraved inscription into English, so
that these grand monuments will become better
known to the world. The translation work was done
by teams in Heidelberg. In addition to our own staff,
many experts took part in the translation over the
years, among them Funayama Toru of the Institute
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for Humanistic Studies, Kyoto University, Paul
Copp of the University of Chicago, Ryan Overbey
of Harvard, Kuramoto Shotoku of Ryukoku Univer-
sity, Kyoto, and Ho Waiming of the Chinese Univer-
sity of Hongkong.

Celia Riely gave valuable suggestions, Christian
Wittern of Kyoto gave us most helpful advice in set-
ting up the data base for the project. Robert E. Har-
rist Junior in New York and John Kieschnick in Bris-
tol generously gave their expert advice on the text
of the introduction, Jessica Rawson of Oxford was
ever helpful providing information and suggesting
improvements in the text. Manuel Montero Pineda
and Victor Wang contributed their design expertise.
| offer our heartfelt thanks to all participants in our
entire project, named and unnamed.

XVII

After completion of the work in Shandong
Province we intend to study the Buddhist stone su-
tras in other provinces. Now that we have had the
privilege of undertaking extensive field work in
Shandong, we appreciate even more the extraordi-
nary quality of the inscriptions on the mountains,
whose immense size in the open landscape, is not
duplicated anywhere else. Moreover, not only are
the polished cliff inscriptions of Shandong unique,
also unique has been the gratifying international
collaboration with the scholars in Shandong. To be-
gin in Shandong was our good fortune.

(January, 2013)
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