
2016

Harrassowitz Verlag . Wiesbaden

P H I L I P P I K A
Altertumswissenschaftliche Abhandlungen 

Contributions to the Study 
of Ancient World Cultures

Herausgegeben von/Edited by
Joachim Hengstl, Elizabeth Irwin, 
Andrea Jördens, Torsten Mattern,

Robert Rollinger, Kai Ruffi ng, Orell Witthuhn

83

Niesiołowski-Spanò.indd   Abs12Niesiołowski-Spanò.indd   Abs12 18.12.2015   10:56:2118.12.2015   10:56:21



2016

Harrassowitz Verlag . Wiesbaden

Łukasz Niesiołowski-Spanò

Goliath’s Legacy
Philistines and Hebrews in Biblical Times

Niesiołowski-Spanò.indd   Abs13Niesiołowski-Spanò.indd   Abs13 18.12.2015   10:56:2118.12.2015   10:56:21



Bibliografi sche Information der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek 
Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der Deutschen
Nationalbibliografi e; detaillierte bibliografi sche Daten sind im Internet
über http://dnb.dnb.de abrufbar.

Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 
The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche
Nationalbibliografi e; detailed bibliographic data are available on the internet
at http://dnb.dnb.de.

For further information about our publishing program consult our
website http://www.harrassowitz-verlag.de
© Otto Harrassowitz GmbH & Co. KG, Wiesbaden 2016
This work, including all of its parts, is protected by copyright.
Any use beyond the limits of copyright law without the permission
of the publisher is forbidden and subject to penalty. This applies
particularly to reproductions, translations, microfilms and storage
and processing in electronic systems.
Printed on permanent/durable paper.
Printing and binding: A Hubert & Co., Göttingen
Printed in Germany
ISSN 1613-5628
ISBN 978-3-447-10346-6

Published with the fi nancial support of Polish Ministry of Science and Higher 
Education, within the frame of National Program for Development of Humanities.

This translation has been funded by the Foundation for Polish Science.
Translated by Maria Kantor.

Bis Band 60: Philippika. Marburger altertumskundliche Abhandlungen.

 

Niesiołowski-Spanò.indd   Abs14Niesiołowski-Spanò.indd   Abs14 18.12.2015   10:56:2118.12.2015   10:56:21



Contents 

Abbreviations ........................................................................................................  VII 

Introduction ...........................................................................................................  XI 

Chapter 1: Problems connected with intercultural relations .................................  1 
Research on the ethnicity of ancient societies .................................................  2 
Analogies: Normans in Sicily and Ruthenia under the Scandinavians ............  9 

Chapter 2: The Philistines and Palestine ...............................................................  12 
“Palestine” in the non-biblical sources ............................................................  13 
The settlement of the Philistines ......................................................................  31 
Palestine between the 12th and the 9th centuries ..............................................  34 

Chapter 3: The peoples of Palestine in the Bible ..................................................  40 
Canaanites and Philistines ...............................................................................  40 
Pseudo-Canaanites ...........................................................................................  53 
      Perizzites ....................................................................................................  55 
      Hittites ........................................................................................................  56 
      Amalekites .................................................................................................  58 
      Geshur/Geshurites ......................................................................................  60 
      Jebusites .....................................................................................................  64 
      Amorites ....................................................................................................  70 
      Excursus .....................................................................................................  73 
Pseudo-Hebrews ..............................................................................................  76 
      Danites .......................................................................................................  76 
      Girgashites .................................................................................................  78 
      Simeon .......................................................................................................  81 
      Levi ............................................................................................................  83 

Chapter 4: The Philistines in the Bible and history ...............................................  89 
From the patriarchs to the monarchs ...............................................................  89 
      Proto-history – the Patriarchs ....................................................................  90 
      The conquest of Canaan .............................................................................  95 
      The Judges .................................................................................................  100 
      Saul ............................................................................................................  106 
      David ..........................................................................................................  110 
      The epoch of the monarchy .......................................................................  116 
Pax Assyriaca ...................................................................................................  119 
      Judah and Philistia under Assyrian rule .....................................................  125 
Excursus ...........................................................................................................  142 
The boundaries of influences ...........................................................................  144 



Contents VI 

      Philistine Pentapolis ..................................................................................  144 
      The range of Philistine influence ...............................................................  151 
       Jerusalem / Jebus ......................................................................................  171 

Chapter 5: The Philistine influence on the Bible and the culture of the Hebrews  180 
The temple in Jerusalem ..................................................................................  183 
Passover and molk ............................................................................................  192 
Divination ........................................................................................................  200 
“Hittite key” .....................................................................................................  215 
Terminology and imports .................................................................................  221 
Literary threads ................................................................................................  236 
      Samson .......................................................................................................  240 

      Proper names .................................................................................................... 244 

Conclusions ...........................................................................................................  252 

Bibliography ..........................................................................................................  265 

Index ...................................................................................................................... 287 




